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Hughes's suggestions were not forgotten when later
on de Grey, as Secretary of State for War, gave the
Volunteers the Act on which their whole organization
finally rested.1

His service to the Volunteers, unlike his work for
War Office reform, did not lack appreciation in his own
time. Earl Fortescue told the House of Lords, in
July 1860, that de Grey <( had won golden opinions
by the courtesy, ability, and zeal with which he had
accomplished the official labour of regulating and
organizing the Volunteer Force." a That this was also
the opinion of the Volunteers themselves was shown
by the address presented to him by their Commanding
Officers in February 1861, thanking him for the great
services he had rendered to the Force during his first
tenure of the Under-Secretaryship.

1  The Volunteer Act, 26 and 27 Viet.

2  Hansard, vol. clx, p. 184.